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§578.5

requirements (see annual catalog,
United States Military Academy).

(Sec. 3741, 70A Stat. 215; 10 U.S.C. 3741)

[21 FR 7672, Oct. 6, 1956, as amended at 29 FR
527, Jan. 22, 1964; 35 FR 9279, June 13, 1970]

§578.5 Distinguished Service Cross.

(a) Criteria. The Distinguished Serv-
ice Cross, established by Act of Con-
gress 9 July 1918 (amended by Act of 25
July 1963), is awarded to a person who,
while serving in any capacity with the
Army, distinguishes himself by ex-
traordinary heroism not justifying the
award of a Medal of Honor while en-
gaged in an action against an enemy of
the United States, while engaged in
military operations involving conflict
with an opposing force, or while serv-
ing with friendly foreign forces en-
gaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the
United States is not a belligerent party
(figure 1). The act or acts of heroism
must have been so notable and have in-
volved risk of life so extraordinary as
to set the individual apart from his
comrades.

(b) Description. A cross of bronze 2
inches in height and 1'% inches in
width with an eagle on the center and
a scroll below the eagle bearing the in-
scription ““For Valor.” On the reverse,
the center of the cross is circled by a
wreath. The cross is suspended by a
ring from moired silk ribbon, 1% inches
in length and 1% inches in width, com-
posed of a band of red (Ys-inch), white
(Y1e-inch), blue (1-inch), white (Yie-
inch), and red (Ys-inch).

(Sec. 3742, 70A Stat. 215; 10 U.S.C. 3742)

[21 FR 7672, Oct. 6, 1956, as amended at 29 FR
527, Jan. 22, 1964]

§578.6 Distinguished Service Medal.

(a) Criteria. (1) The Distinguished
Service Medal, established by Act of
Congress on July 9, 1918, is awarded to
any person who, while serving in any
capacity with the Army of the United
States, shall have distinguished him-
self or herself by exceptionally meri-
torious service to the Government in a
duty of great responsibility (Fig. 1).
The performance must be such as to
merit recognition for service which is
clearly exceptional. Superior perform-

32 CFR Ch. V (7-1-00 Edition)

ance of normal duty will not alone jus-
tify an award of this decoration.

(2) For service not related to actual
war the term ‘‘duty of great responsi-
bility”’ applies to a narrower range of
positions than in time of war, and re-
quires evidence of conspicuously sig-
nificant achievement. However, jus-
tification of the award may accrue by
virtue of exceptionally meritorious
service in a succession of high posi-
tions of great importance.

(3) Awards may be made to persons
other than members of the Armed
Forces of the United States for war-
time services only, and then only under
exceptional circumstances with the ex-
press approval of the President, in each
case.

(b) Description. The coat of arms of
the United States in bronze surrounded
by a circle of dark-blue enamel 1%
inches in diameter, bearing the inscrip-
tion “For Distinguished Service
MCMXVIIL.”” On the reverse, a blank
scroll upon a trophy of flags and weap-
ons. The medal is suspended by a bar
from a moired silk ribbon, 1% inches in
length and 1%s inches in width, com-
posed of a bank of scarlet (%-inch), a
stripe of dark-blue (Yis-inch), a band of
white (%-inch), a stripe of dark-blue
(Y1e-inch), and a band of scarlet (%s-
inch).

(Sec. 3743, 70A Stat. 216; 10 U.S.C. 3743)

§578.7 Silver Star.

(a) Criteria. The Silver Star, estab-
lished by Act of Congress 9 July 1918
(amended by Act of 25 July 1963), is
awarded to a person who, while serving
in any capacity with the Army, is cited
for gallantry in action that does not
warrant a Medal of Honor or Distin-
guished Service Cross while engaged in
an action against an enemy of the
United States, while engaged in mili-
tary operations involving conflict with
an opposing foreign force, or while
serving with friendly foreign forces en-
gaged in an armed conflict against an
opposing armed force in which the
United States is not a belligerent party
(figure 1). The required gallantry, while
of lesser degree than that required for
the award of the Medal of Honor or Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, must never-
theless have been performed with
marked distinction. It is also awarded
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